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CATALOG DESCRIPTION:
This course explores the development of the juvenile court and the system ofjuvenile justice in
the United States. Contemporary issues in juvenile justice, as well as some of the current
approaches to prevention, control, and treatment will be studied.
COURSE RATIONALE AND APPROACH:
The purpose of this course is to examine and critically analyze the role of both delinquent and
dependent minors in the juvenile justice system. Topics emphasized include historical responses
to juveniles; criminal offenses committed by juveniles; programs and institutions that are utilized
by the juvenile justice system; and specific problems of dependent children, i.e., abuse, neglect,
and status offenses. An interdisciplinary approach, including lectures, discussion, group
presentations, guest speakers, and video tapes, will be the principle methodology. Active student
participation is strongly encouraged for this course.
PREREQUISITES: None
REQUIRED TEXT:
Regoli, Robert and Hewitt, John. Delinquency in Society, 3rd Edition, McGraw Hill: New
York, New York, 1997.
Additional readings may be placed on reserve in the library during the course.
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